object, a Roman rag doll, which was dug out of the same rubbish mound in Egypt and, indeed, it seems likely that it belonged to the owner of the pull-along horse. This doll has received no restorative treatment. A blue bead represents the left ear and the crude stitching, so evident, is almost certainly the workmanship of the proud possessor of the doll. Shabby toys of this kind have a special charm of things much handled and loved. That this doll should have survived well over 2000 years is nothing short of a miracle and we must be thankful, again, for the torrid climate of the Nile valley and the protective covering of warm sand.
Acknowledgments: I am grateful to the Trustees of the British Museum for permission to publish photographs of objects in their collection and for providing black-and-white copies. A Toy Library Service for Handicapped Children Nottingham University Toy Library was set up in June 1970 as part of a research project into the play needs of handicapped children. It was intended to be both a research resource and a service to local families with a handicapped child, the majority of whom lacked access to counselling and remedial help.
We are now in contact with 170 families; 110 have children in the pre-school age range, and these are seen by appointment every six weeks. The remainder come to monthly after-school sessions or attend the evening meetings. Parents come to us because they are concerned about the development of their child; they want to know what they can realistically expect of him, and how they as parents can best help him develop. They want to know about voluntary and statutory provisions, and how they can take advantage of it in their child's interest. We try to help on as many fronts as possible. A detailed case history is taken, together with information about the child's development in various areas (mobility, self-help skills, com-munication skills). We check that parents have all necessary information about local and national provision; ask if educational placements have been arranged, what assessments have been carried out. We ask about the child's level of play and observe his behaviour in the Toy Library. Toys are chosen, and various play and learning situations discussed with the parents. Short-and long-term goals in play and development are also discussed.
We are producing our own developmental assessment schedules as a result of the research projects; these will comprise a communication schedule and an observational play assessment, which aim to describe the child's abilities and disabilities and to point the way for remedial intervention. The importance of adequate and timely remedial and counselling services, so that the parents are supported in their efforts to help their child develop his potential, cannot be too highly stressed.
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